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 Cole Engineering exhibit in "Future of  TTS" Study

Halcrow Consulting was commissioned to do a study on the 
future of the Transportation Tomorrow Survey (TTS).  The TTS 
is accepted by bodies such as the Ontario Municipal Board and 
the Courts as being accurate and reliable (it is the largest 
behavioural survey of its kind in North America with a 5% 
sample of the entire GTA). As planning processes become 
subject to increasing expectations of transparency and validity, 
the TTS offers public and private sector users a defendable 
source of travel behaviour facts. 

While the data is geo-coded into specific zones, transportation 
engineers have traditionally relied on tabular origin/destination 
outputs generated by the IDRS (Internet Data Retrieval 
Systems) web interface.  The approach is limiting in that it does 
not provide a visual representation of the data, thus it takes a 
significant amount of time to interpret the origin/destination 
tables.  

Cole Engineering developed a unique web based interface 
which utilizes Google Maps and special geo-coding algorithms 
to provide an interactive and visual front-end to the data.  The 
visual representation of the data allows us to quickly assess 
traveller behaviour within a study area, and even more 
importantly, allows us to quickly assign traffic to roads using 
Google’s directions to/from routing feature (this was previously 
done intuitively) by point-and-click. 

The author of the Halcrow report believes that this is a unique 
window into how the TTS data can be made accessible to a 
broader audience beyond the transportation field, thus 
providing a further impetus to continuing the TTS survey.  It is 
also worth noting that this new and innovative approach 
identified in the Halcrow report makes Cole Engineering 
unique and the only transportation consulting firm referenced 
in the report appendices. 
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